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: Why does the Japanese language have so many loan words?

— R

: Maybe it’s because so much western culture has come to Japan. We use
many products and ideas from other countries, and it’s easier to just
SR

borrow the names. Rather than coming up with a Japanese name for

personal computers, we just say /8 =,

: But 1 think katakana words cause problems for students of English.
.

Many of the words are different somehow. However, students assume

they are good English.

: What do you mean?

E: Some words are stressed and pronounced differently. For example, in

English, protein is stressed on the first syllable, but in Japanese, people

tend to stress it differently - 7274 >. Also, in English, the second

syllable is pronounced ‘zeen’, but Japanese people say ‘fein’.

; g Engl

: Yes, I see. When I stayed in Australia, people found it hard =
T chocolate |

to understand me when I used words like chocolate, model, St®
and sausage. sausage |
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